
  

Windows 7: ROT13 or Vigenère? ;-)
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Explorer\UserAssist\{75048700-EF1F-11D0-9888-
006097DEACF9}\Count.



  



  

ROT13



  



  

Windows 7 – Windows 2008 R2 Beta



  

Vigenère?

● Programmers Joke?
● Easter Egg?



  

It's a testing plan!
● Steve Riley: Changing the encoding from ROT-13 to Vigenère makes it easier for 

us to test that we’re getting the behavior we want — it’s obvious if old data carries over, because 
ROT-13ed data makes no sense to Vigenère. This is very useful in pre-release builds while 
we’re shaking the bugs out.
However, there’s no such benefit to using Vigenère in the final release — it doesn’t convey the 
same message as ROT-13, and since it’s key-based, it’s easy to mistake Vigenère for true 
encryption. Therefore, in the final release of Windows 7, we’ll revert to using ROT-13 for 
UserAssist.



  

Conclusion
● Windows 7 and 2008 R2 Beta use Vigenère
● Windows 7 and 2008 R2 RTM use ROT13

          http://blog.DidierStevens.com/?s=userassist
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